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Absftract-

The purpose of the study titled “A study of ecotourism impact on cultural
ecology, Samutsongkhram Province™: the case study of Plai Pong Pang conserved Thai
village , Yee Sarn community and Ta-Kar floating market, Amphawa District, Samut-
songkarm Province, is to study the ecology, way of living and.the local culture of people
in aforementioned province. Moreover, this is to study the form of the eco-tourism
activities which promote local tourism as well as examine tourism development problem
which may have hazardous impact on the way of local life and the environment.

The findings of the study indicate that in the mentioned areas have been
transformed for response the tourism development. The local community culture and
indigenous knowledge are treated as a part of the local tourism management as weli as
a trend of natural and environmental conservation are also become the main strategy for
tourism promotion. However, although the concept is promoted, there is rarely empirical
thought reflected in rarely phenomenon. It is also found that the local culture, way of
living and way of local thinking tends to be urban style responding more to the tourists
taste and consumption.

The suggestions of the study show that the awareness of the community function
which shouid ‘be balanced for people’s residential area, working area and pleasant
tourist spot. It is also important to balance between environmental consciousness and
the empirical profit. Stakeholders should understand the relevant meaning of ecatourism
and sustainable development within the same context, especially for the future
generation to consume the resources. In addition, the creation of tourism network in the
community and the continuing natural resource re-production should be provided in the
areas. Furthermore, young generation should be motivated by their local ecotourism for
not seeking job outside. Ecotourism can become a trend of re-localization leading to the
development strategy by using community participatory management and the concept

of community business based on sustainable development.
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