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Abstract

A Study of the Context and Thoughts of Seven Main Theorists of Geopolitics

Geopolitics is a subject highly relevant to political scientists, military personnel,

politicians, and business persons. Knowledge derived from the discipline is useful in setting

appropriate domestic, foreign, military, and economic policies for today’s increasing and

complex global environment.

This manuscript describes the main geopeiitical theories and the influential theorist

who crafted these important ideas. The theorists discussed include:

1. Friedich Ratzel, the theorist who merged the ideas of space and politics

2. Johan Rudolph Kjellen, the student who coined the term “geopolitics”

3. Alfred Thayer Mahan, the creator of the marine dominance theory
4. Sir Halford Mackinder, the father of the “heart of the earth” theory
5. Nicholas John Spykman, the originator of the enclosure theory

6. Karl Haushofer, the great but unlucky teacher

7. -Zbigniew Brzezinski, the man whe proposed the theory of the geopolitical chess

board

In addition to explaining each influential theory, some biographical information en

each prominent theorist will also be presented,
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