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Abstract

Politics and Government in Russia to the end of the Soviet Union

This study concerns the political history of modern Russia, from the final evolution of
Russian politics in the period of the Romanov dynasty, through the era of Leonid
Brezhnev’s term as secretary general of the Soviet Communist Party, and ending early
in the decade of the 1980°s. )

The work begins by explaining the geographic and demographic foundations
of this vast nation. Russia has plentiful natural resources to support agriculture, but
the climate is often hostile to agrarian pursuits. Droughts, flooding, and severe cold
in winter made life very hard for Russian peasants, who were exploited by their feudal
overlords and remained in a state of serfdom for longer than any other European
peoples.

The economice, social and political context of Russian life changed drastically
during the period of the Industrial Revolution. In places where land was not suitable
for agriculture, there were plentiful resources such as coal, petroleum and various
metals to fuel industry. Industrial development made Russia’s proletariat or laboring
class a force to be reckoned with politically. At the end of the 19® and in the early
20™ century, the Romanov dynasty was unable to adjust to these profound changes.
In 1917, they were overthrown by the socialist-communist Bolsheviks.

The Bolsheviks triumphed in the civil war which erupted in Russia after the
revolution. They established the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) in 1922
with Viadimir Lenin, politically and philosophically, a socialist, as the head. This was
the new path that Russia would now follow. After the death of Lenin in 1924, the
Soviet Union entered the era ted by Joseph Stalin, who had a nationalist — communist
policy which was internally rather than internationally oriented. Stalin consolidated
the Soviet Union, especially after WWIIL. The Soviets were on the winning side in
that conflict, and emerged as one of the two super-powers of the world in the Cold
War era which followed.

Till his death-in 1953, Stalin was the supreme leader of the socialist
communist countries, engaging in proxy wars against the USA, which was now the
leader of the liberal democratic countries. After the death of Stalin, Nikita Krushchev
became the leader of the Soviet Union. Kruschev overturned many of Stalin’s
policies. His foreign policy vis-a-vis America was one of peaceful, albeit uneasy, co-
existence. Deposed by a coup in 1964 as head of the communist party, Kruschev was
replaced. as leader of the USSR by Leonid Brezhnev.

Brezhnev’s reign was the longest in the Soviet Union since Stalin. Under his
leadership, the Soviet Union became more stable, and its influence in world politics
reached a peak. At the same time, however, it was the beginning of a long period of
economic decline, dubbed ‘Brezhnev Stagnation’ in Russia. Failure to overcome this
inertia was a deciding factor behind the sweeping economic and political reforms
undertaken by Mikhail Gorbachev, who was to be the last leader of the USSR.
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