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Child Rearing in Thai Families : Qualitative Study
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Abstract

This qualitative research is aimed at studying values, believes, and child rearing
practices among Thai famities. The samples of this study were 3 groups of children caretakers
- 72 main caretakers of preschool children, 71 main caretakers of school~-age children, and 66
main caretakers of teenagers. The data were collected during Cctober 2001 to April 2002.
The content analysis was employed in this study.

It has been found that most main caretakers have similar expectations of their children
i.e. being a good child, not being a unruly child, being an aftentive student, and having a
good career. The way by which the children are brought up for achieving the caretakers’
expectations is saving their earnings for supporting their children’ future education, training
them to be industrious students, parent-obedient children, and seniority-respectful children.
Most main caretakers typically take care of their preschool children intensively. Their practice
of child rearing is relatively changed when they grow up i.e. giving oral instructions to them 10
follow for doing the activities. However, being a reading and leaming model by the caretakers is
not significant. They believe that learning and educating is school teachers’ responsibility for
their children. Generally, parents mainly teach their children individual and social responsibilities.
For gender roles, they traditionally teach boys to be gentlemen and girls to be gentle ladies.
However, there is little sexual information provided by the caretakers. It was suggested that
caretakers should be good models for their children for leaming process, and also provide their

children appropriaie sexual education.
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